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Programme Director,
Dignitaries Present;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
All protocol observed

On behalf of the provincial government of KwaZulatlll, we wish to once again express our
greatest delight at the fact that we have beeorddtl the opportunity to address this august
gathering this evening as we meet to break bretaet &bday's deliberations about various
matters pertaining to, among others, the sphettecal government and how we can, working

together, put the country on a sound developménbéing.

We are humbled by the fact that we have been askstp into the breach and address you this
evening after the Minister of Transport, owing they issues of national importance, could not
make it. Programme Director we have been askedeténing to address, what we think is a
pertinent topic in the context of the milestonest thhe have reached as a young democracy. The

topic is:celebrating 20 years of infrastructure development.

When were informed about the topic for today weemaminded of the visuals which we have
no doubt that as followers of global news you hsen being beamed today around the world:

the collapse of a bridge under construction in Bédoizonte,in Brazil.

Ironically, the bridge which has so spectaculadilapsed when the collective eyes of the world
are fixed on Brazil is one of the infrastructunaprovement projects that was planned for the

World Cup, only to crumble under the weight of glbbxpectations, along, one might add, with



the reputation of the country. Predictably, the Wes media and many others from the

developed world have received the news with barehcealed self-righteous glee.

We, because of the position we occupy globallyhie tBRICS nations and the geo-political
dynamics, can only commiserate with Brazil, angéhthat this will not dampen what has been
so far a successful world cup, which has seen desnivhich consider themselves as being at
the summit of the global pecking order strugglimgtioe field of play where all countries have to

abide by the same soccer rules, regardless ofrthiliary might and their financial muscle..

As a developing country which at all times hasléal with Western stereotypes about the fact
that because we are emerging economies we arefdrer permanently incapable of hosting
some of these big global events, this turn of evér Brazil is, indeed, unfortunate.

However, looking at the images, | was also reminafeithe fact that Brazil was forced to request
help from the Airports Company of South Africa wnetruct its airports in order for them to be

ready in time for global sporting showpiece.

This incident shows that in South Africa we take aahievements for granted and we don't
appreciate how far we have come as a country.

Programme Director we believe that in order to apiate how far we have come in changing
the infrastructural landscape of the country wedn&e look at both the global picture of
infrastructure requirements, contrast that agathst African situation as well as our own

progress or lack thereof.

According a report, titlednfrastructure 2013, Global Priorities, Global Insights, global

infrastructure demand requires $57 trillion in istreent by 2030.

The report further states that infrastructure ne of the key growth drivers in the world today,
employing hundreds of thousands of workers whohiiige otherwise out of work, supporting
myriad manufactures including steel companies ,him@cmakers and sustaining regional and

local government in the expansion of various, reaill and subway projects.

It further states that China will continue to mate most of the countries in infrastructure
spending and building.



“ Indeed over the past twenty years trillions of doldrs’ worth of infrastructure investment
has transformed China into an exemplar of modern upan transit, expansive highways,
vanguard high speed intercity rail and highly effigent ocean ports” says the report, citing
among other innovative projects spearheaded byeCtiia longest high speed rail line from

Beijing to Guangzhou (covering 1,200 miles in aghthour ride) which was opened in 2012.

Closer to home, according to a report which waspited by the World Bank on infrastructure,
titled Africa’s infrastructure: A time For Transformation , Africa’s infrastructure networks
increasingly lag behind those of other developirgiams and are characterized by missing

regional links.

The report further states that the cost of addngsafrica’s infrastructure needs is around $93
billion a year, about one third of which is for im@nance. The report further notes that a large
share of Africa’s infrastructure is domesticallpdnced with central governments being the

main driver of infrastructure development.

Programme Director these reports combined showrlgleghy we should commend our
government for its proactive decision to spend maBs on infrastructure development. This
morning, we focused more on what our province isgland plans to do to boost infrastructure
development. For the purposes of this evening veh wo focus on what has been done and is to
be done in the whole of South Africa to show whg should all be proud about the work that

has been done by our government to boost infrastieidevelopment.

As all of us know, Transnet has set aside R307,ll®brbin capital investment to boost
infrastructure over the next seven years. This$ el used to : expand rail, port and pipeline

infrastructure.

Among other goals this will result in increasingaeity to meet market demand, grow volumes
and improve market share, boost financial stabditd strength, improve productivity and

operational efficiencies, and enable regional irgggn.

It will also assist the country to shift from rotdrail and thus reduce the cost of doing business

and carbon emissions.



But, more importantly this massive infrastructupersd will enable economic growth, promote
safety, job creation, skills development , localma empowerment and is in line with our
efforts to transform the economic landscape indbentry. It will also promote sustainable
growth, create regulatory certainty and drive redeaand deployment of new cutting edge

technologies.

Programme Director to illustrate the importancehi$ investment government is spending R42

billion in Durban and R52. 7 billion in RichardsyBdor ports’ expansion.

Among other priority projects, is the developmehthe Waterberg region which holds 40% of
South Africa’s remaining coal reserves . This witlock capacity for both export and domestic
consumption for Eskom. We are also investing mli@f rands in rolling stock acquisition and
upgrades to facilitate the anticipated growth aadetbpment. This investment as we stated is

aimed at migrating freight from road to rail to popt volume growth.

Programme Director Transnet has also investedomdl of rands in the new multipurpose
pipeline which is a strategic investment to set¢heesupply of petroleum products to the inland

markets over the long term.

The 24 inch trunk line from Durban to Gauteng ceverdistance of 555 kilometers and replaces
the existing pipeline which is now 47 years old aedching the end of its lifecycle. This
investment will increase capacity from the existthg billion litres per annum to 8.7 billion
litres.

Programme Director we believe that this investmemtot only an emphatic vote of confidence
on the development and growth trajectory of thentgy but shows that we can used
infrastructure development as a springboard fonegoc development. This also shows that
our government has the foresight not only to vigeathe kind of a future we want to mould as a

country, but is also working actively to buildltiick by brick.

In this regard, there is no better way to builé fature for a South Africa that is globally
competitive, for a South Africa that is a globahy#r in the context of a world that is undergoing

a tectonic shift than to use infrastructure devedept as the basis for that bright future.

| thank you.






