


Executive Authority Foreword

At the very outset, let me express my gratitude towards Provincial Government for entrusting
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife under my leadership. | am indeed very honored and proud to be the
Executive Authority of this flagship conservation agency. Acknowledging my former cabinet
colleague, MEC Dr. B.M. Radebe, for the outstanding conservation work done thus far, let me
say that we are committed to pushing the agenda of conservation and sustainable
development. Having said so, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, is now a public entity under the
Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs. The emphasis
remains, which is to make conservation as meaningful as possible to all people. | have
mentioned this before; the challenge is indeed to balance the need to protect our outstanding
natural heritage within a sustainable development framework. Hence, | am encouraged by the
stakeholder centric approach that the entity intends embarking on. This simply means that the
conservation body itself understands that their relevance and their existence lies in the entity’s
ability of not only adding value, but also signaling such to the wide variety of stakeholders as

conservation is everybody’s business.

As an organization, Ezemvelo is as the rest of the country in the 20th year of our democracy.
Major changes have occurred however, many challenges still face the organization. From rhino
poaching to an unstable economic climate, there are many factors likely to pose a challenge on
the targets set for the five years. Meeting these challenges and seizing opportunities are
imperatives if viable and effective biodiversity conservation management is to be sustained into
the future. Of utmost importance is the dedicated staff that has engaged in the formulation of
the strategic plan wherein there was a recommitment to the vision on the basis of the adopted

theme of stakeholder centricity, a realignment from the previous plans.

The Corporate Strategic Plan 2015 to 2020 is the product of the business realignment processes
alluded to above, which spells out the vision, mission as underpinned by the guiding principles

and core values as well as goals and objectives.
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Developing the strategy to guide the organisation as to how it will conduct its business and how
it will achieve its targeted objectives is to be celebrated because without a strategy there is no
established course to follow, no roadmaps to manage by, and no cohesive action plan to
produce the intended results. It is in this context that one sees the presentation of the
reviewed strategy as a great leap towards the new era of the organisation, however one must
emphasise that the greatest test of a strategy is its implementation, and management’s ability
to adapt it to new challenges. Having said so, my focus will be to harness Ezemvelo KZN
Wildlife’s potential to contribute towards the greater economic development of our Province.
This can be achieved by having a solid foundation based on three pillars which are

Conservation, Partnerships and Ecotourism.

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s Strategic Plan has been guided by the Government’s long term plans,
the Medium Term Strategic Framework and the associated priorities and delivery frameworks.
The department endorses the Strategic Plan, affirms its commitment to supporting and

ensuring its implementation.

Mr. M. ﬁabuyakhulu

Executive Authority: Member of Executive Council

Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs
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Part A: Strategic Overview

This Strategic Plan sets out Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife's programmes, policy priorities and outlines
the strategic direction within the scope of its mandate for strategic cycle period of 2015 - 2020.
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife has adopted the Budgeted Programme approach to strategic
management since 2011, as per National Treasury Instruction Note No. 33.This document is
thus aligned to the “Framework for Strategic Plans and Annual Performance Plans (2010)”

format, as prescribed by National Treasury.

1. Vision

“To be a world renowned leader in the field of biodiversity management”

2. Mission
To ensure effective conservation, sustainable use of biodiversity, and promote ecotourism

within KwaZulu-Natal in collaboration with stakeholders for the benefit of present and future

generations

3. Values

e Passion — We shall be passionate in what we do
e Respect — We shall perform our duties in a professional , ethically manner
e Trust —We shall act transparently with integrity and honesty in all we do

e Innovation — We shall embrace a culture of learning, adaptation and creativity at all
times

e Excellence — We shall strive to apply best practices to achieve the highest quality and
standards at all times
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4. lLegislative and Other Mandates
The KwaZulu-Natal Nature Conservation Management Act 9 of 1997, indicates that the primary
functions of the KwaZulu-Natal Nature Conservation Board are:
(a) to direct the management of —
(i) nature conservation within the province;
(ii) protected areas; and
(iii) the development and promotion of ecotourism facilities within the protected
areas; and

(b)to ensure the proper, efficient and effective management of the Conservation Service.

The primary function of the Conservation Service is nature conservation inside and outside
protected areas, and to this end the Conservation Service must, in addition to any powers,
functions or duties assigned to it under this Act or any other law, and subject to the policies of
and directives by the Minister, Board and where applicable Local Boards, undertakes to provide

support:

a) for the Board, including but not limited to the rendering of professional, scientific,
operational, administrative, secretarial, and infrastructural support services;

b) for local boards, including but not limited to the rendering of professional, scientific,
operational, administrative, secretarial and infrastructural support services;

c) for activities in such other areas as may be placed under the control of the Board by the
Minister;

d) to any other person or body, as authorized by the Board; and

e) for a process to ensure comment can be made on land-use changes outside protected
areas where such changes could detrimentally affect ecological processes and

biodiversity in the province.
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Constitutional mandates

Constitutional mandate

Mandate

Brief Description

Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa Act 108 of 1996
Section 24: Environmental (b)
(i) and {iii)

Supreme Law of the Land which
places certain obligations on the
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife (EKZNW)
in respect of human rights and
cooperative  governance  in
respect of Environmental
Matters.

An environment protected, for the
benefit of present and future
generations that promote conservation,
and secure ecologically sustainable
development and wuse of natural
resources.

Legislative mandates

Environmental and Biodiversity Related Legislation

Name

Mandate

Brief Description

KwaZulu Natal Conservation
Management Act (No.9 of 1997)

A statutory mandate
establishing the KwaZulu-Natal
Conservation Board as a juristic
entity.

Gives effect to the responsibilities of
KZNNC and the operations of EKZNW in
terms of biodiversity management.

National Environmental
Management Act — NEMA (No.
107 of 1998)

Integrated Environmental
Management and Sustainable
Use.

Provides a framework to set national
norms and standards, and
comprehensive environmental
management principles.

NEMA: Protected Areas
Management Act (No. 57 of
2003)

Protection and conservation of
provincial ecologically viable
areas representative of South
Africa’s biological diversity and
its natural landscape and
seascapes.

Provides a system of management of
Protected Areas in accordance with
national norms and standards; and
consultation in related matters thereof.

NEMA: Biodiversity Act (No. 10
of 2004)

To ensure management and
conservation of provincial
biodiversity within the
framework of NEMA.

Gives effect to NEMA by protection of
species and ecosystems in the province;
sustainable use of indigenous biological
resources; the fair and equitable sharing
of benefits arising from biodiversity
resources.

National Water Act (No. 36 of
2004)

Sustainable management of
South Africa’s Water Resources.

Provides for water management
strategies and for the classification and
protection of Water Resources.

Marine Living Resource Act (No.
18 of 1998}

To ensure conservation and
management of the marine
ecosystem and long-term
sustainable utilization of marine
living resources.

Exercises control over utilization marine
living resources to the benefit of all
citizens through regulation and issuing
of permits.

National Heritage Resources Act
(No. 25 of 1999)

Framework for the management
of South Africa’s Heritage
Resources.

Provides for basic principles for heritage
resource management.

KwaZulu-Natal Heritage Act (No.
10 of 1897)

Framework for the management
of KZN Heritage Resources.

Provides for basic principles for heritage
resource management.

National Forest Action (No. 84
of 1999)

Protection and Management of
indigenous state forests.

Provides for sustainable use of Forest
Resources and access to forests.
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World Heritage Convention Act
(No. 49 of 1999)

To ensure implementation of
the World Heritage Convention
in SA.

The Act provides for the establishment
of Authorities to manage the two world
Heritage sites in KZN: the Isimangaliso
Wetland Park and the uKhahlamba
Drakensburg Park.

Veld and Forest Fire Act (No.
101 of 1998)

Framework for the management
of veld fires and the prevention
thereof.

Places obligations on land owners to
maintain firebreaks and for the
establishment of Fire Committees.

Natal Nature Conservation
Ordinance (No. 15 of 1974)

The Nature Conservation
Ordinance which applied in the
pre-1994.

The ongoing relevance of this Nature
Conservation Ordinance has been
supplemented by the KwaZulu-Natal
Nature Conservation Management Act.

Natural Scientific Professions
Act (No. 27 of 2003)

Regulates the Natural Scientific
Professions.

Biodiversity Conservation management
at EKZNW requires knowledge of natural
sciences.

Conservation of Agricultural
Resources Act (No. 43 of 1983)

To provide for the conservation
of natural agricultural resources.

Management of the production
potential of land, water resources, and
vegetation.

Firearms Control Act (No. 60 of
2000)

Sets a Framework for the Use of
Firearms.

Sets competency requirements for use,
registration and control of firearms and
places a duty of care on employee -
field rangers — of EKZNW.

Expropriation of Act (No. 63 of
1957)

Restitution of Land Rights Act
(No. 22 of 1994)

Development Facilitation Act
(No. 67 of 1995)

Municipal Demarcation Act (No.
27 of 1998)

Focus on Land Use Management
and Systems — this includes
planning and communal land
and the use thereof.

Land Acquisitions; registrations and
transfers; communal land ownership
and the protection of rights to land; land
restitution; land development;
prevention of unlawful evictions and the
like.

The Labour Relations Act (No.
66 of 1995)

Employment Equity Act (no. 55
of 1998)

Skills Development Act (No. 97
of 1998)

Skills Development Levies Act
(No. 9 of 1999)

Unemployment Insurance Act
(No. 63 of 2001)

COIDA (No. 130 of 1993)

Provides a framework for which
the organization has to execute
some of its human resource
management strategies, and
related employee welfare
initiatives.

Guarantees the employees of EKZNW
with a range of certain rights which
cannot, without just cause, be
interfered with by the organization.

Basic Conditions of Employment
Act (No. 75 of 1997)

Promotion of Equality and
Prevention of Unfair
Discrimination Act (No. 4 of
2000)

Occupational Health and Safety
Act (No. 85 of 1993)

Provides a framework
employment conditions, gender
equality, and prevention of
discrimination and employee
welfare.

EKZNW has t be demographically
represented and provide a safe and
healthy environment to its employees.
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Legislation related to Administration

Name

Mandate

Brief Description

Public Finance Management Act
(No. 1 of 1999)

To ensure sound financial
management and good
corporate governance.

Places the responsibility on the
accounting authority and erganization
to ensure compliance with sound
financial management procedures and
practices.

Promotion of Access to
Information Act (No. 2 of 2000)

Gives the constitutional right to
access information held by the
state and any information that is
held by another person and that
is required for the exercise or
protection of any rights.

This means citizens can request access
to information held by public bodies, as
well as from a natural or juristic person
(private body).

Electronic Communications and
Transactions Act (No. 25 of
2002)

Regulates the use of Information
and Communication Technology
in the management of
information.

EKZNW has to provide for human
resource development in electronic
transactions and to prevent abuse of
information systems.

Broad Based Black Economic
Empowerment Act (No. 53 of
2003)

Preferential Procurement Policy
Framework Act (No. 5 of 2000)

To promote entrepreneurs from
previously disadvantaged groups
through affirmative
procurement and black
economic empowerment
strategies.

To establish a framework for the
promotion of black economic
empowerment and promote the
achievement of the right to equality,
increase broad-based and effective
participation of black people in the
economy.

Protected Disclosures Act (No.
26 of 2000)

Makes provision for procedures
of which employees may
disclose information regarding
unlawful or irregular conduct by
their employers which make a
disclosure.

EKZNW has to protect employees who
make a disclosure which is protected in
terms of the act.

King Report on Corporate
Governance 2009

Widely recognized architecture
that sets out governance
framework aiming at achieving
effective risk management,
entity control and assign
responsibility and
accountability. To those
entrusted with the responsibility
to manage the entity.

There are 4 pillars: fairness,
accountability, responsibility and
transparency. The primary
consideration of the public enterprise is
to provide the most efficient, effective
and economic services.

Good governance is the means of
ensuring due and adequate control over
the strategy, direction and operations of
any organization in achieving its key
objectives.

The White Paper on
Transformation of the Public
Service 1995

The public service needs to be
transformed into a coherent,
representative, competent and
democratic instrument for
implementing government
policies and meeting the needs
of all South Africans.

To establish a policy framework to guide
the introduction and implementation of
new policies and legislation aimed at
transforming the South African Public
Service.

National Road Safety Act (No. 9
of 1972)

Promotes road safety.

As it relates to the management and use
of the reserve roads.
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National Road Traffic Act (No.
93 of 1996)

Provides for road traffic matters
which apply throughout SA

Same as above.

Criminal Procedure Act (No. 51
of 1977)

Provides for procedures and
related matters in criminal
proceedings.

In relation to prosecutions for criminal
activities.

Liquor Act (No. 49 of 2003)

Establish national norms and
standards in order to maintain
economic unity within the liquor
industry.

For the management and regulation of
liquor trading and licenses.

Promotion of Administrative
Justice (No. 3 of 2000)

Gives effect to the right to
administrative action that is
lawful, reasonably and
procedurally fair and the right to
written reasons for
administrative action as
contemplated in the S 33 of the
constitution of RSA.

To promote an efficient administration
and good governance by creating a
culture of accountability, openness and
transparency in the public
administration.

Policy mandates

Key Delivery Frameworks

Name

Mandate

Brief Description

National Development Plan
(NDP)

The natural resource health
indicators as aligned through
QOutcome 10.

The National Development Plan makes a
firm commitment to achieving a
minimum standard of living which can
be progressively realized through a
multi-pronged strategy.

Medium Term Strategic
Framework (MTSF) _ Draft

The Medium Term Strategic
Framework strategic priority 9:
Sustainable Resource
Management and use

The Medium Term Strategic Framework
aligns the strategic agenda of
government which it will pursue in the
five-year electoral period.

Outcome 10

Output 4and 5 as mandated by
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial
Committee For Environmental
Co-ordination.

The Service delivery agreement was
signed by the provincial MEC for
Outcome 10, output 4 deals with
Biodiversity protection and output 5
deals with compliance.

Provincial Growth and
Development Plan (KZN)

Strategic Goal 5, objective 23
{manage pressures on
Biodiversity)

KZN PGDS strategic framework identifies
the provincial vision to unlock growth
and development.

KZN Environmental
Implementation Plan

In accordance to the National
Environmental Management Act,
1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998)
requires that all provinces
prepare Environmental
Implementation Plans (EIP’s).

KZN’s EIP provides for the promotion of
cooperative governance around
environmental management through
the alignment of governmental policies,
plans, programmes and decisions in
respect of the environment.
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legislation and its associated regulations. The second but nevertheless vital aspect is the

development and promotion of eco-tourism facilities in Pas.

SECTION 24 of the Constitution stipulates that all South Africans have a right to an
environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being and to have the environment
protected for the present and future generations. The constitutions compels the state to take
reasonable steps to prevent pollution and ecological degradation, promote conservation and

secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural resources.

The National Department of Environmental Affairs sets the prioritised agenda through the
legislative and policy mechanisms and are translated into delivery frameworks through the
Outcomes based planning process. This in turn prioritises the provincial conservation delivery

frameworks.

Ezemvelo firmly believes that strategy in a public entity has to be stakeholders centric.
Ezemvelo is mindful that its existence is driven by the ability to add and signal value to
stakeholders. Ezemvelo also acknowledges that stakeholder expectations are in most cases,
more than what can be delivered on, thus the entity needs to have the ability to identify
stakeholders, understand their expectations, formulate stakeholder value propositions to
manage and deliver on those expectations in a sustainable manner. Having said the above,

Ezemvelo is embarking on a stakeholder centric strategy for the 2015 -20 strategic cycle.

Based on the mandate and being a state-owned entity, Ezemvelo shall continue to implement
programmes and initiatives to improve the state of biodiversity both within and outside of
protected areas. In terms of protected areas, Ezemvelo aims at managing protected areas
effectively in line with the national standards as well as expanding the formal conservation
network within the province of KwaZulu-Natal. Biodiversity management outside protected
areas will be enhanced through the development and implementation of a district conservation
management tool which aims to assess districts along certain pre-defined set of criteria,

e e e e e = e ——————}
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identify gaps and mitigate such in order to improve the overall state of biodiversity within the
province outside of protected areas. It must be stressed that most biodiversity management
actions are formulated through a scientific process. Staying in the arena of biodiversity
management, poaching remains a real challenge, and as such, the fight against poaching,
especially rhino poaching, will be ramped up to ensure that this natural heritage of the province

is protected.

Ezemvelo also endeavours to improve its revenue generation ability. There will be concerted
effort to increase the number of visitors to the protected areas and the occupancy rates of the
resorts. Options to improve efficiencies shall be investigated and if required, the business

model of Ezemvelo will be reviewed to ensure a lean operation is in place.

Being a state owned entity, Ezemvelo also intends on assisting the Province to alleviate poverty
and unemployment levels. As such, the entity intends to carry on implementing community

based projects whilst creating jobs.

Performance environment

The service delivery environment during the past financial year has been expanded and hence
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife had to update its’ performance delivery framework for the institution to
bring it in line. The delivery frameworks which are aligned to the mandate of Ezemvelo are as

follows:

» The National Development Plan
“The National Development Plan makes a firm commitment to achieving a minimum
standard of living which can be progressively realised through a multi-pronged strategy.
“From an environmental perspective South Africa faces several related challenges, some of

which are in conflict. The country needs to:

L ]
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e Protect the natural environment in all respects, leaving subsequent generations
with at least an endowment of at least equal value.

e  Enhance the resilience of people and the economy to climate change.

e Extract mineral wealth to generate the resources to raise living standards, skills
and infrastructure in a sustainable manner.

e Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve energy efficiency.”

» Medium Term Strategic Framework (MTSF)
The NDP 2030 Vision is that by 2030, South Africa’s transition to an environmentally
sustainable, climate-change resilient, low-carbon economy and just society will be well
under way. The NDP 2030 envisages a phased trajectory over the three successive MTSF
periods. The first planning, piloting and investing phase (2014-2019) focuses on the
creation of a framework for implementing the transition to an environmentally sustainable,
low-carbon economy. This phase will include unblocking regulatory constraints, data
collection and establishment of baseline information, and indicators testing some of the
concepts and ideas to determine if these can be scaled up. Ezemvelo intends on aligning

itself with the MTSF to deliver on the priorities of Government.

» Outcome 10 :Protect and Enhance our Environmental Assets and Natural Resources
Government has agreed on 14 outcomes as a key focus of work till 2019. The Governmental
Sectors, have priority outcomes, and contribute to other outcomes in their work-plans.
These translate to delivery agreements for the relevant National Ministers and Provincial
Members of the Executive Council (MECs). The delivery agreements are reviewed annually
and refined. The financial years and subsequently, the annual revisions to the delivery
agreements have been synchronised to link with the budgetary process. The outcomes are
also linked to sub outcomes for monitoring and evaluation purposes. The relevant delivery
sub outcomes identified for Ezemvelo are as follows:

e Sub-outcome 1: Ecosystems are sustained and natural resource are used efficiently

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e — — )
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e Sub-outcome 2: An effective climate change mitigation and adaptation response

e Sub-outcome 3: An environmentally sustainable, low-carbon economy resulting
from a well-managed just transition

e Sub-outcome 4: Enhanced governance systems and capacity

e Sub-outcome 5: Sustainable human communities

Ezemvelo intends to increase the conservation estate of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal and
managing such in line with the national standards set as well as improving biodiversity

management outside of protected areas.

» The National Strategy for Sustainable Develobment (NSSD1)

The National Strategy for Sustainable Development was approved by cabinet on the 23"
November 2011. The NSSD1 builds on the 2008 National Framework on Sustainable
Development. The following five strategic objectives are identified in the NSSD1:

e Enhancing systems for integrated planning and implementation

e  Sustaining our ecosystems and using natural resources efficiently

e Towards a green economy

e  Building sustainable communities

e Responding effectively to climate change

Ezemvelo shall continue to initiate community based projects whilst increasing the
awareness of the importance of our ecosystem. The Invasive Alien Species Programme will

also be critical to deliver on the above mandate.

» The Provincial Growth and Development Plan (PGDP)
The first version of the PGDP was adopted at the August 2012 Executive Council Lekgotla
with an instruction for all departmental work plans to be aligned with the PGDP. The

Planning Commission was also tasked to ensure that the PGDP is refined as it is

e e e e e . e
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Committee, the Board and the Executive Authority. The outcomes from this workshop provided

the context for the amendments in the final draft of the Strategic Plan 2014/19. Since there is

now a need for a new cycle, which is 2015/20, the 2014/19 plan is being adapted to deliver on

such. Further engagement with internal stakeholder and a strategic planning session with the

Board of Ezemvelo in November 2014 resulted in the production of the 2015/20 strategic plan.

6. Strategic Outcome Oriented Goals of the Institution

(i) Strategic Outcome:

Goal statement 1:

Goal statement 2:

(ii) Strategic Outcome:

Goal statement 3:

(iii) Strategic Outcome:

Goal statement 4:

Environmental assets and natural resources that are well
protected and continually enhanced (Outcome 10)

To improve the state of biodiversity, to safeguard ecosystems,
species, genetic diversity and enhance the services provided to
people in KZN.

Position Ezemvelo as the wildlife destination of choice.

An efficient, effective and development orientated public service

and an empowered, fair and inclusive citizenship (Qutcome 12)

To enhance business processes, systems, decision rights and

accountability management to deliver on good governance.

Decent employment through inclusive economic growth

(Outcome 4)

To enhance corporate social investment aligned to KZN
conservation estate enabling job creation, rural development and

promoting a green economy.
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sustainable use of biodiversity. All conservation efforts are based on scientific advice, analysis

and interpretation.

Legal Services

Legal services sub-programme protects the legal interests of the organization.

Commercial Services

Commercial services is the sub-programme that guides investment based on returns through
proper analysis of business intelligence by making informed decisions in order to enable
Ezemvelo to capitalize on commercial operations additional income. This is achieved through
revenue generation activities, providing assurance of service standards, developing and

implementing new services & products.

Parks Management

This sub-programme is responsible for the efficient and effective management of the

conservation estate.

People and Conservation

The people and conservation sub-programme manages biodiversity outside the protected area

estate, and includes biodiversity awareness.

Scientific Services

This sub-programme is responsible for providing scientific advice, analysis and interpretation.

Infrastructure and Special Projects
This sub-programme is responsible for sourcing external funding for unfunded mandates,

delivering on governmental key priorities and managing the organizations infrastructure needs.
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Objectives

Risks

Mitigation Plan

Management of biodiversity
conservation outside
protected areas

Lack of awareness on the value of
biodiversity

Implement biodiversity awareness
plan

Mitigate threats to
biodiversity

Climate change

Implement PA expansion plan

Invasive Alien species

Implement Invasive Species
Clearing Programme

Land transformation

Mitigate by commenting on
applicable Environmental
Authorizations

Ageing infrastructure

Develop business plans for all
resorts with resource use strategy

Diseases Implement HiP TB Control
Programme
Poaching Specialising in the protection of

priority protected species (Rhino)

Contribute towards
government priorities in
relation to rural
development, creating job
opportunities and an healthy
environment

Lack of financial resources

Secure external funding through
special projects office to
supplement available resources
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Part C: Links to other plans

Links to the long-term infrastructure and other capital plans

This section should reconcile the budget and MTEF with the infrastructure and other capital projects set out in the Strategic Plan.

Discuss in point form any relevant factors influencing the institution’s ability to deliver on its infrastructure/capital plan.

Table: Links to long-term infrastructure plan

No. Qutcome s g o Medium-term estimate
Appropriation
2011/12 | 2012/13 | 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 | 2016/17 2017/18

1. New and replacement assets (R thousand) 9239 16 798 29 007 45 035 34 198 32067 27914
Total new and replacement assets 9239 16 798 29007 45 035 34 198 32 067 27914
2. Maintenance and repairs (R thousand) 20413 18 985 20175 91 492 42 894 43935 48 137
Total maintenance and repairs 20413 18 985 20175 91 492 42 894 43 935 48 137
3. Upgrades and additions (R thousand) 14 3634 2547 52284 15 260 17 586 14 000
Total upgrades and additions 14 3634 2547 52 284 15 260 17 586 14 000
4, Rehabilitation, renovations and refurbishments (R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
thousand)

Total rehabilitation, renovations and refurbishments 0 0 0 0 0 0 0







